Hello Period 3! Please respond to the following six writing prompts. You may use your book if needed.

 1. "Mary's (Shelley, the author) Monster" is far more complex and philosophically interesting than the grotesque one portrayed in the movies. Contrast the public conception of the monster with the multi-faceted creature portrayed in the novel, not failing to illuminate the monster as a tangled part of Frankenstein himself.

2. Trace the multiple levels of Dr. Frankenstein's characterization: the family man, the scientist, the adventurer, the whiner.  What final judgments are we intended to make of this man? Is he noble in spite of his suffering, failures, and ultimate defeat?

3. Analyze Walton's character and functions in the novel. Describe Walton's reasons for journeying to the North Pole. Trace his relationship with Dr. Frankenstein from the time he rescues him from the ice float until his death on the ice-bound ship. What does Walton learn from this extended and most memorable encounter? Has he been "saved" in time by the obsessed scientist, or is he destined to suffer a comparable fate?
4. Discuss Frankenstein as a document of social criticism, paying special attention to what it is saying about human preoccupation with appearances, the moral implications of scientific experimentation, "man's inhumanity to man," and conditions for a balanced and harmonious life.
5. To what extent can it be said that Frankenstein and the monster symbolize the best and worst in each other as well as the essential duality of man's nature? (A large share of the public even believes "Frankenstein" to be the name of the monster.) 
